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Helia, working in a private family as a cook, tells me she 


FINNISH FAMILY COMES TO AMERICA 


has been in America many years, having come over with her family 
when her father died in Finland. 

"I lived in the far north of Finland, on a farm with my 
parents, brothers and sisters as a little child. it was very cold, 
very, very cold in winter, which lasted most of the year, but we 
knew nothing else. ‘Ye were born there in the cold and had never 
been aways 

"The schools were usually distant, often miles away. I 
knew some girls who had to start to school at six in the morning, 
walking all the way, to reach school by nine. They went through 
terrible wind and storms a long distance. Often children walked 
two miles and suffered greatly because of the exposures*~ 

"They tried to dress waraly; three pairs of stockings, 
very thick, knitted at home, and many clothes were worn, until they 
were so bundled up they could hardly walk. Im those days they 
had fewer schools and people lived far apart, and so often chil- 
dren had to go through the forests.* | 

"The forests are very beautiful. Now people from Imgland, 
and other at stent places, are finding this out end they come to 
Finland to spend the short summer months, hunting wild game and 
fishing and generally enjoying these forestss® 

"Interesting too is the summer, when the sun never sets 
at night. We could always see it if we went to a distant hill 
north of our farm. The sun would keep getting lower and lower 


until finally for a while it would swing eeross a small are, a 
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dull red, a real sight for those who have not seen it." 
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"The wonderful forests and velleys end the sun swinging 
iow in the heavens were the two sights up there, but we were so 
accustomed to our surroundings we thought little of then until 
later, when we came away.* 

"Now, a tourist hotel has been built on a rocky location in 
this far north, and all summer people visit the hotel, as tour= 
ists, to see this sight of the sun hsnging low in the sky.™ 

"it never got dark at night. When we went to bec it was 
light as day, but we were so used to it we did not notice it and 
slept as here.*” | | | 

"When 1 os nine years of age, my father died. We did not 
know just what to do, at first. We could not run the farm; my 
mother and older sisters decided to sell it, and give each member 
of the family her portions Then they decided they micht as well 
all come to America together. This we did.™* 

"I have often wished I had used my money to go to sehool 
and get a better education, so that 1 would not have to work so. 
hard now. i have supported myself since I was nine years old, 
since i arrived in America.” 

"We all came out to the Middle West and later scattered 
ethos my mother died. 

"ij have two sisters marriec, living in South Dakota. They 
went there and later we all took up homesteads. The girls and 
their husbands had land together and they farmed and improved 
thelr places and got on fairly well, The winters are very cold 
and stormy but, of course, they were used to that in Finland and 
do not notice it as i do, having lived in better climate.™ 


1654 


se hy 
Amis 


; ee . ve 
we _— wae it 
be a: a iks 


“ 7 - F i 
en deen. wfeere Sobel oe eaeiomotenes sey Sate? ascoe 
Pee ° oh Py of 7 a4 a na A s £5 Fe ee . ‘ 


* 


zt 
+ _ 


bar J 
4 


S % 7 
ie . : * vews Smto 20 Bee 4 otek 
™ Ped J yan . aa By! = a - oa a wari OF ee TF. 1 exe 


_ = = ta 
i i z Sirk t 3 rand 
+ ~ : 
a ne 4 Ps - a ar te oe 
; yp eee * dnd at ed y > wv +> 
‘ rend i ih oa 4 % . a 
oy ee al 
; J : ; 
oa z } e oa3 5 Kia ihe e, 
; t oo - 
. ~ ‘ 
gh. I 
‘ Tt .& 
“ * f 
“we se : Pea ok 
: = : le big 2 = ete bd we 
- ee 
o * 
? ‘ } : [> <a 
‘ ty ee wl ey ee A 
ae OM, 
‘ & G 
~ Cite Se 4 “ 
* af oes oe 
wm ‘ 
at fr 
¢ : 43 i f on “~ 
—- - a ’ a - roan 
* . x - 
: ; 4 3. wae Se, a ake 
5 ‘ - tere 
Y e ‘d = . ‘ + ow 
er z .” 
_ “~ .— “f 
: hee ue whatecee a bP. 
- P e + . ~ 
x : ' 
- J : . wee © ee 4 ~ 
- r . 3 
* ¢ ; 4 
. z, 4 -AALA ¥ 
—_ "4 «at : iy wo s oe 
i m . 
— i, 
; ; 
Liew fig . Be ot 
= Z } 
‘ » ri 
. ~~ 5 Po ee | 
d > , ote - 
ie 
; l ae, « 
- * setae e ; 4 | a 
F 
> 4 7 7 = a 
ef r * ima - mAs 
* = 
“ 
_ . 
- TT) ses 4 eit: 3h. 
+ ae a - 
‘ 6 t ee OF a a -. he 
> es - 
a ots Serie zs 
i vg ‘ & PS Salt tA he Gee 
r = 
) 
P , 
tine — a 
i "ae . vs . ine OF es 
7 Z Mt . - bad « ie a “ 4 
a : ceili 4 : 
: ae Ne ae 
See = 4 i fio- erates 
a ‘ia = ere Sifeae ' ts ke Ph pt ~ ee 
“ 4 
; ra 
f . Ca 
: ce 4 #5, Side os 
a ; . 
is em a dat ae ot as i er Each 
. : ‘ neaxt ue 4 
‘ema , , Te ir , “ 
; ‘ : ebd . 2S 2). sAte3 Bou PBN | 
} ’ . ae A Q od 


s « 4, < -  * , P a, ne : . 4 4a e 3 tO, 
, +? 4 5 A € + abe sw iw 7 = v al eS G + 
dae 


5 
mT 
ar ns a 


uy a eee Fy : : 5 ‘ i 1p 


"They raise stock and have a dairy. I took a homestead 
end put out most of my money on it, but it proved a bad investment 

and I got little out of it. The lend was not good. 

"I heave one sister married, and living in Aberdeen, Washing- 
ton, whom I visited this summer. She is getting along fine. fer 
husband works there in a lumber and logging concern. They have 
& little double house, duplex; with each side having five or six 
rooms, They rent two rooms to a couple for @ small rent and the 


other side to a femily. The rents are very low, but she and her 


ROMA ie epauamere 


husband live comfortably and she hes nice things, 1 sent her 
some drapery material for her living room.’ 

"T] am working as a cook here, I have a room send every= 
thing included. 1 did have a car, a Ford car, which I kept quite 
a while; I used it so little that recently 1 decided i'd rether 
stop the expense of running it end a garage space and have the 
money in the bank. Il advertised it, and a.man came right away 
and gave me two hundred dollars in cash, which was good for “ 
used car, and f put the money in the bank. 

*] have a good many friends here. I hawe a day off every 
week and can goat night if I want to. i I do all my own sewing , 
ma I would hat Gast to go anywhere like Finland agains I like 
Sen Francisco and the warmer climate on this coast.* 

"il have no expenses and 1 get a good salary, fifty te 


sixty dollars, so I can save money right along." 
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at a if One of my earliest recollections was of isaring my 

«| « fatner singing to ue children, “fhe march of the men of 
| B§omeborg,” sy egdests 
: "the town of Bjorneborg, or in Finnish,Porl, is site 
i uated on the western coast of Finland, ari is now an 
dmportent industrial pert, The men of Bjorneborg, in ea rle 
e ley days, under Swedish rule, fought in the swedish vars 
Bis across the eease They wore in Germany, in Polend and they 
A were often called upon to protect Finlend from jusedan 
invasion, | 

" My own father bad not fought in these ware and neither 
had my grandfather, Gut my greategrandfatier at the age 
of fifteen was.a fullefledged soldier of Finland and under 
the direct command of sweden, | 

"on the western coast of Finland we Ind the Swedish= 
writing poet Runeberg, who wrote Finland's history into 
& eong md poetry, Many of the old ange told of the 
eourage and endurance of the Finnish soldier, “e alse 
wrote about the life of the peasants, avd of the country, 
the dense forests, the rivers amd Jakes, and around them 
all he wove the mystery aid the epirit of the north 

" Daring the long winter evenings our father would 
sing and recite the stories of old ani ecient tines, 
uy two younger sisters and I would eit around him and 
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sis listen, In this way we learned the history of Finland , 


It was natural that many of these songs told of former 


 glorive on the battlefield, Fe centwetés, all during 


Sweden's reign, there tad been vory little peace ‘for 
Pinlend, Serdly a half-century went oy wi thout a call to 
arms of nearly all able-bodied mon throughout the ccuntry. 
Rub hearing of these deeds through the glanour ef song 
end pootey, gave ue a feeling of grandeur and glory, This 
made up our imginary life and wee very different from 
our everyday existence, Through the power of song we felt 
the glory that was the spirit of Winled, through the 
bravery of ter soldiers and the many hardshipa that the 
country Bad always endured, 

"fee child, z often wondered wiy the mon of Bjome-+ 
borg were not now, ag in earlier times, called out to — 
battle and to show their valor, The men that I saw were 
merely going to work each day to the many sawallls and — 
imiuetrios along the river, Both men «i women were going 
to the weaving and cotton mille, ALL these different 
businesses had now filled the tow malting it a regular 
beehive of industry, whe only glimpses of the forests that 
we bad, wore the timbers floating down the river to ee 
and the Pivers and lakes of Finland were there only for 
the convenience of floating the timber down to the mille, 
Such was the outlook of the modem "nen of Sjorneborgs” 
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"I never tired of watehing the giant legs that floated | 
incessantly down from the north, I often thought of the — 
deep, unimom forests that they Ind left, In many of © 
these woods there were places where man hal mrdly set 
foot as yet, ‘These Finnish forests heve watehed over 
the country for centuries, They could tell of the 
ancient Finland, of the tire long before my outer influence 
ima mae itself felt. 

"When my fatter wae a child he had listened to bis 
fatior tet Ling of and singing about Finland's past, At 
that tins, my father told ue they sat ty the light of 
birchwood torches, These would have to be lit and relit 
every ten minutes, The burning torches would be placed in 
between the heavy tinbera of the walls, Here among the 
eerie shadows, cast by the burning torches, the children 
and the Glider people too, hoard and told these colorful 
and living stories of the cointryts histary, 

" tt waa in thie way and in this atmosphore that my 
fatter, ag a child, md absorbed the national as well as 
the natural history of Finland, and it wes in the same 
way that he paased it on to us, Hearing of then 4n this 
way, the trees, the birds, the wind, the frost, all of | 
nature was made real to us» Real in the sense of feeling 
that these objects all had a life of their am along with 
the humangs It brought nature very Clone £0 Us, Ve were 


ss gebually a part of 2t, along with the water, the rocks, 
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the sunlight, ond darlness, | 
"he @ifferent verses of the "Kelevala” were recited 

over and over again in ou own family groups. ve would — 

sit around the open fireplece, our mother at the spinning 


“i 


wheel and our father dodng any one of the many chores that 
he would have at hend tivrough the dong winter evening s.,. 
The eold and the derimese outeide were forgotten. isven 
the lmrdstips of the day would be out of minds Wie were in 
& complete magic circles ‘the primitive Finn gave a great 
denl of power to magic especially to the magic worde and 
Ancentationgs In this way many anelent beliefs ani curious 
superstitions grew up among the people, t These carly 
beliefe aml customs are given in the Finnish eple, the 
"Kelevala ", Many of the verses ere, in themselves, 
ancient incantatione of magieal word@, All of our imprease — 
done tnd ideas were gotten by work of moutle Later on 
we a14 much more readings But our imagination hed been 
fully awakened through actually bearing and talicing about 
these things and it all seenod a pert of ow cum expere. 
lence. 

"We were five in thw familys My mother and Soha | 


tere: younger elatera, and myseli, Gur home was one of the 


ie many aire, twoeroon housea, that were built near the 


mill for the convenience of the. workers, My father worked | 


im one of the sawemills situated on the rivers I went — 
with hin to this eame mill, wen I wes reddy for my 
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" Bat the “men of Bjorneborg" ae I saw them now, were 
not the same as the ones, that through song and etory, I 
had been led to admire, Prices, shipments were now the 
only things that hed enough importance to be worth while 
re liying tO. They talked of timber, not of the foresta, 
the rivers and ines meant nothing to them except the 
convenience of beuling so wany thougend loge per eenson 
to the ports, To me, those huge, giant logs, floating 
adam to the mills seemed to have more reality then the 
industries all around ua, These giants brought a vital 
‘force along with thep, as they surged through the waters 
of the river, on their way to Pords | 

om Bjorneborg was quite a citys here. were has 
twenty thousand inhabitants and it wes: 1 dGonh jy] doaese: 
comoree andl industry, It was connected wath the interZor 
of the cauntry, by a complete watereway, Throughout 
Finlend the rivers and lakes, with the building of locke 
end canals, ere forged together, seking regular water 
highwaye through the countrys These connected tue interior 
with the different mrte towarda the south and southwest. 

In the floating of the timber, the exact cost per log in 
transport can be estimated to to cent, Bat shipments out 
of the comtry are at times held up because of the closing 
of the porte in the winter, due to the tce, 
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"the work at the mill grew irkeone to me and I scon 
got out, I then worked along the river, flosting the 
loge and watehing that the timber did not jam and blool 
the flor down stream, “oriting 4u this wey I gradualiy— 


mde my way throigh central Finland and up to the northe 
ern province of Osterbotten, During the two winters thet 
I wae up in the northern part of Finland I did forest. 
work, thet is, cutting ami bmling the timber, It was 
then that I got into those dense foreste of Finland where 
I had always wanted to go. “ere I felt the deep, intense 
silence of the north, A silence that ie almost physical, 
The air ie crystaleclear and umpolluted by any of wants 
inventions, The snow, an unending whiteness that »as 
gmoothed out bille and roeke and made the earth into a 
level highway, It soened to me that the impressions — 
from the physical senses were sharply defined in the 

far north, The air Léself da so very clear, thera de no 
atmosphere, Looking at the landscape there ie no merging 
of the dietance in a hase, each object staris out sharp 
and clear, There is a grandeur and, beauty about the north 


thet holds one there even through the cold and hardship 


tat one mot eure, But I did not mve the fooling of 


‘futility in the struggle with nature ae I have sometimes 
felt in iny struggle for existence in tte civilized world, 
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8 fhe hariships of nature leave their marc, bub as a come 
pensation I believe that man received from nature thet 
whdeh strengthens and keeps nde saatabenbiind and porsonale 
 aty fron disintegration, . 

"T learned to imow tle lakes and rivers through the 
somtry. During the emer I worked along the rivers and 
canal . syatens down te the con sti, changing the router at 
di frerent tives, The lumber industry is Bo extensive in 
Finlenl thet anyone mowing the wrk and who is strong 
physically, ean nearly always find something to do in 
thie trade the year round, Many tisea it sans roughing 
it, tothe extreme, especially in tle far north where the 
densest forests are being taken out, In Lapland and to 
the far north the fereste are mostly etatewomed, The 
returns on these forest lands are very slow as it takes 
from two hunived to three lundred years for the timber 
to get lerge onough for comercial purposes, It does 
not pay to cut them any oftener, Porestry ie a slow 
Wupineaa, The pine needs eig»ty to a amdred years to 

beeome wudlding timber, and one bundredeforty to one 
tundpedeeighty years for profitable eseaweli2 10g. 

"I bad seen nearly every part of Piniand, iat wher. 

I finally settled down I went back to my home town of 
‘pork, om the weetern coast, fot long after I got back | 
to Pord we were to twar once more the call to arme of the 
‘Finnish mildier, The opportunity came to mo and I marched 
away with the men of Bjormeborgs, It was in 1917 ani we 
left to join the Banko, to the south, There troops had 
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been sent over to Finlesd to help the "gnite” army defeat - 
the Dolehevists, Since the revolution in Missia they wanted 
Pinlend te join them under the Soviet rule, And it migh 


eapily ve been a victory for te "red" ary if Germany 
md not stepped in at the critical time, Finland had at 
this time turned to sreden for help, but the swodes did 
not offer any aseletance, The opportunity that *iniand 
bed waited and watched for, through many long and diffieult 
years tad at last come to hers She had been a pam bee 
tween etronger nations for eo Jong tit a ational | 
freedom was now her one gO@ls Dut this freedom war bom 
through « terrific struggie and with a great Joes of her 
own vital power, It was not only the Russian Bolshevista, 
but a great meny of Finland's can people who fought in 
the "read" epmy, Pormanent poate as yet tan not insted 


long in Pinland, 1 often wonder, if the fate of our 


country is to etruggie, and finally rave te. oarrender to 


the greutest emmy of all, whieh te me ie industry, Mnlend 


ie mede to order for industrial development and oxploite 
ations The practical business man will mgt be slew to ae6 
these favoreble circumetances for profit and teke advant age 
of people and country for gain, Pinlmd ts in o somewhat 
confusing obages If all of ter people are to enjoy @ higher 


‘etendard of living, the country wilt in ve to be indastre Le 
ined, pat & people yay dearly for a molern cave of living 
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when these ‘eunuwigonees have to be paid for by the one 
plodtatt on of a country te yesources and 41 80 those of the | 
DOOPIGs se far Finland ‘bas kept herself vee fron enue! | 
that hes polluted other and oldex states. hia may be 
because of her being so young in statehood, that ber - 
ideals are etiil intacte ‘TLme atone can tell if she really 
tae the omkings of tre first real republic aml if she 
can keep from naling the Bare mietalsee that older nations 
have md, Pinland so far tas been a true democracy. 
| Up until 1906 tiere was but one millionaire in that 
countrys The people who nee more in a material way 
tried to pay back tholy debt to sucdety in service for 
the good of a2 their people and naturally wrked for 
‘the bettering of conditions in the state, This attitude | 
| Wage taven as @ natural expression of real Gevelopment 

dn maman affeire, out human nature ie weak and it is 
only through precedent tiat it foLlowa the higher 
ideals, Perhaps tho Finnish olapacter ia strong enough a | 
and that the country hes pudtt ite founcetions broad | 
enough,for contd nued growth an true demcoracr.s 

. Thies is a translation from 2, Topelius on rintands 

‘without obvious strengen: and out of the way as thts 

- lend te, in comparison with richer and la rser countries, 
it aeke without pretenton but stil} without lesttation 
her part in Zurope's culture, Tt is, geogtaphtoally 
‘speaking, a bridge between the east ami the weet and one 
Of the last outposts towards the ice of the Arctic, 
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4 historically it carries within it the only mown remnent 


of a former widely developed, now in most of its branches, 

dying race, that vloesons out in thie offshoot, directing 

ite culture with ite individual and different outlook on 
"Tt shows in ite qultivation of ¢he soil, one of mants 

moat patient and hard earned victories over the forces 

of nature ari in its nde tor teal fate tae siown what a 


is people can bear up under without losing their identity. 


“Phie lend can not be buried in the arctic anows and 
the se people canmot be erased from the many nations of 
the world, without leaving a Gesolate place in the north 
and en empty apace in the complex of Bureopets culture,” 
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SOCTOLOGICAL 
FINNISH 


"I was born in the province of Mikkeli, Finland. 

My childhood home was in a clearing of one of Finland's 
dense forests, and the only means of communication, to 
and from the outside world, were the steamers that 
would come and fo on the river. This river was about 
one-half mile from our house. A mile from where we 
lived was a larger aeitlanent. Here were about a 

dozen smali ferms and also the school and church which 
we attended. 

"My home, a one-story building made of heavy 
tinbers, set in a smell garden, with gooseberry and 
raspberry bushes growing eround it like a hedge, looked 
friendiy and inviting. In the winter, before we entered 
the house, we would stamp and shake the snow from off 
our overshoes and overcoats in a vestibule that was 
puilt out in front of the door, as a protection against 
the cold winds. The bern was built almost the same as 
the house. It had windows so thst there would be plenty 
of light when the animals would have to stay inside 
during the long winter months. Beyond the barnyard were 
the fields and these continued to the very edge of the 


forest. 
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"The forest was a real protection agsinst the cold 
bitter winds. Almost one-half of Finland is wooded, 
with deep forests of pine, spruce, birch, and maple. 

"Spring would not begin here till April, and by 
the end of May the snow and ice would be practically 
gone. But when the long days of summer at last arriv- 
ed, it was remarkable how soon the grain would ripen. 
The men and women were out in the fields working during 
the harvest. The men toraine ahead, cutting the grain 
with the scythe; the women following, binding the cut 
grain into sheaves. At our home, and the smaller 


( settlenent near us, the families existed by the inter- 


-change of each others' services. They helped each other. 


SAT DENRA A 


There was very little actual money exchanged in these 
smaller settlements. The young men would leave and 
find work among the lerger farms during the summer. In 
q this way they would get wages in actual money. 

z" "Finland is a country of small farms. Over fifty 
percent of the farms are less than fifty acres. Under 
the government land-reform policy, the large estates of 
pre-war Finland have been broken up end parcelled out 
to former tenants. Through scientific farming, the 
fewer acres that they have now yield more. 


os "I was not more than fifteen years old when I first 


started out to find work for the summer. I was able to 
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find work on a farm some distance from my home and the 
first season I worked for ten marks per day, (about 
twenty-five cents) and my room and board. I worked 
three months and by that time I had about twenty-two 
dollars and fifty cents in American money. It was big 
money to me and it would also mean a great deai to my 
parents when I arrived home in the fall. They would be 
able to prepare for the long winter months without so 
much of the su¢tomary anxiety. 

"For the winter, our food and wood supply would 
have to be stored. In October, our meat for the winter 
was butchered, salted and cured. We could also depend 
somewhat on the wild game that was to be found in the 
woods. The outer windows and doors were set up and the 
animals had to be cared for the same as the humans. It 
was like preparing for a seige against some enemy. By 
December the lakes and rivers would be frozen and the 
ground covered with deep snow. We were then cut off, 
more or less, from the outside world. Skiing was the 
easiest and quickest mode of transportation, and in this 
way we could always keep in touch with our nearest 
neighbors. Even with horses and sleds we could take 
short cuts over the frozen lakes. 

‘*although Finland is located as far north as Green- 


land, Alaska, and Siberia, the climate is much more 
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moderate. With the exception of Norway, Finland has a 
milder climate than any other country situated so far 
north. The large forests help a great deal in moderat- 
ing the climate ahd protecting the country from the 
cold winds. 

"During the winter, Helsingfors, the capitol and 
main port, has to be kept open by the use of ice-break- 
ers. Sometimes these ere of no help and navigation 
with the capitol is closed altogether. When this 
havpens the tounnes unload their cargoes at Hanko, a 
port in western Finland that is situated on a peninsula 
thrust out into the open waters of the Baltic, which is 
never ice-bound. In the spring with so much ice and 
snow melting rapidly, there are many violent floods 
through out the country. 

"As spring advances and warmer weather sets in, 
the farmer has to work overtime to insure a sufficient 
harvest later on. It is fortunate for him that during 
the short summer in the north that the light is almost 
twenty-four hours. The summer weather is sunny and 
warm, but rarely hot. Everyone is happy to be outdoors. 
The farmer plowing and sowing. The grain crops are 
mostly oats, rye and barley. There was not so much 
wheat raised due to the fact that we were able to get 


ell we needed from Russia for a low price. Then, too, 


1'706 


= ~ i i. p Ds 


asl th aren enna f 
ee ee Ee ¢ eRPBR katt BHD S ot. SEH Ae ts 


* 4 ~ $ 
a eave ,r is ‘ ba 
a < + pe 4 4 WwW Uird Wai BES 6 Hine fe 
ve 
? 
na \ bd 
a. 6 sake at 
vitae tied ‘a ‘ herent 
aa * te Re 3 « : : (=e es 2 RAs 
. 
~ ' ? 
ane i -_ = ety 3 
: 4 ee he | & ad 2? ~ 
; ‘ 
, . we “ Pe 
4 * aos ce ¥ oe ERS 
; . 
U ‘ 
? . z 
on 4 $ \ 3 £41 {? + 
a Ge fA <j a 2 + AD w AES 
; : 
— as SLoaeva.end exoovesal 


2 ? + , - * 
ad £ 12 i8 : ied Oo OO il so PE 
~ Mi 4 
: 4 - aie os by < * iy, eats te 4 ef 


wee POS sts rg ie Bats ME © RAL . SOg-Be % OVOE 


because of so much uncertainty with the grain crops, 
weather conditions often destroying them and causing 
hard times throughout the countyy, the farmers turned 
more to dairying end cattle raising as there is plenty 


of pasture land. 


ya "Now that I had been out on my own the summer be- 


fore, I knew my way about. After heiping my father with 
the early spring work I was soon on my way. Again I 
worked in the fields during the summer and being now 
more experienced I could demand more pay. The second 
summer thut I worked out my wages were twelve marks per 
day, (about thirty cents), with board and room. There 
was no eight hour day on the farm. We were u» at four 
in the morning and worked until nine or ten at night. / 
The farmer had only the short sumner season in which to 
make his living for the year and food enough for the 
aninals during the long winter when they have to be fed 
inside; there is no leisure during the summer on the 
farm. 


ib "At the end of three months I had earned about 


| twenty-seven dollars and fifty cents. This I could send 
“homeyas I had been offered work for the winter with this 
same farmer. The money that I could earn meant more to 
) them at home than what my labor would be worth if I were 
there. They didn't need me. With the help from each 
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member of the family, the necessary chores, expecially 
/ during the winter, could easily be taken care of. I 


was then sixteen years old and I knew that I had 


ote esting HIRE REE 


definitely left home and that economically I could stand 

on my own feet. 
"My wages for the winter were less than for the 
summer months. During the winter I recieved about 
twenty-three cents a day. I stayed on the same farm 
during the winter and the Sak towina summer. But the 
winter after that, I decided to try my hand at forest 
work. This was cutting and hauling the trees in the 
winter and in the spring floating the logs down the 
river to the mills. The work in the woods was strenuous 
and accommodations none too good./ We went into the 
woods in mid-winter, as it takes weeks of work to fell 
the giant trees even for a small clearning. Cabins 
were built in the woods in which the men eat and sleep. 
The beds were the hard, wooden benches pleced around 
the walls of the cabin. This was She first time that I 
hed been iichuet tee any length of time to the bitter 
cold. We had to haul the logs over a narrow, crooked 
road, going up over rocks and down steep valleys, until 
we got to the edge of the river, where they were piled 


ready to be floated down to the mills when the ice melt- 


ed in the spring. 
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"The great forest resources of Finland were first 
exploited about sixty years ago. Now the government 
owns over forty per cent of all the woods and they are 
now under scientific control so that there will be no 
more wasteful use of them. 

a "The forest work paid about eight or nine cents 
“an hour at that time. I alternated with the forest 
work in the winter and spring and farm work during the 
summers. In this way I would have steady employment 
during the year. Wages are not high in Finland, but 
the cost of living is comperetively low. I was able to 
. send money home and I was absolutely independent. 
| "I wes not contented. I wanted to see more of the 
| world. I hed never seen a large city and I was then 
| twenty-one years old. I wanted to see something be- 
sides the primitive farm and forest life. 

"fTammerfors is in the sothwestern part of Finland. 
It was a twelve hours ride by train from where I was 
then located. This Tampere district is Finland's lead- 
ing industrial section. I decided to go there and try 
eo luck. The industrial development in Finland has 
taken place within the past sixty years, and in recent 
years the different industries have grown rapidly. The 
city of Tammerfors has grown along with the industry. 
The city fulfilled all my expectations. It is a beauti- 
ful and clean city not at all what one would expect of 
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a factory town. The cleanness is due to the use of 
wood for the furnaces and the use of water power. 

"I got work in one of the mechanical pulp mills. 
This mill stood near a point where the Tammerfors river 
falis into a leke. This lake is right in the center of 
the town. There were less than one hundred workers 
then in the mill. They made roofing-felt, cardboard, 
and wood=pulp. These factory and milis seemed huge to 
me. iIt was all so different to the work I had done be-~- 
fore I came here. JI had worked outdoors all my life. 
The wages in the mills were eround four marks per hour, 
about nine cents. This was in 1913, but the weges are 
higher now. / It was here, too, that I got my first idea 
of the trade unions of Finland. ) I had been there about 
a year when I became a member. Finnish labor is well 
orgenized. The trade unions were sterted about fifty 
years &g0~6 

"During the war Finland had a difficult time. 
There was a scarcity of food due to a blockade of all 
the neutral Scandinavian countries. Finland had former- 
ly gotten her supply of wheat from Russia, now this 
supply was cut off and there was not enough grain in the 
country for its own subsistenes. Even the oats had to 
be used for the peoples’ food. 


"This was a critical time for Finland in many 
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ways. They were watching Russia's entry into the war 
very closely, wondering if there might not be a chance 
for frecdom.» CZar Nicholas was forcing great hard- 
ship on the Finns by demanding large loans from them 
and using the Russian rouble as the measure of exchange. 
So it was with great anxiety that Finland watched for 
the opportunity that might set her free. She had been 


a dependency of Russia for little over a century. But 


it was the late czar that tried to force the corrupt 
Russian bureaucracy on them. 

"Finally, at the end of 1917, after the Russian 
revolution, when the czar had been deposed, Finland 
proclaimed- her independence. But it was not until the 
following year that her independence was established. 
During this year there was a Givil war in Finland. 

"The Tampere district, where I was then working, 
became the central point in the uprising. The workers 
there were all interested in what was taking place in 
Russia; the object of economic equality found a quick 
response and sympathy from them. So it was here that 
the largest part of the Finnish “red" army was recruit- 
ed. My own sympathies were naturally with my fellow 
owed We were well organized, we were fighting for 


the equality of our fellow men and we were not thinking 


of Finland's fight for her independence. Yor six months, 


practically all industry was at a stanstill and much 
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property was destroyed. Many skilled workmen and many 
of the industrial leaders were murdered. It was a 


devastating struggle for both sides. It was through 


acsenenssit AP CO TTT 


the help cf German guns and amuunition that the "white" 

army, with renewed strength, Was abl@ to defeat the 

"workers. Finland had won her independence at last. 

"The Russian Reds were driven out of Finland and 
U the Finnish workers who had taken part were foreed to 

( , flee. Many of these wentcto Russia. 


"I could not stay in Tammerfors although I might 
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, have gone to some other part of Finland. But after the 
experience of the past year, there was a reaction; I 
felt disillusioned and disinterested in my work and all 
that I wanted was to get far away from it all. Most of 
| my fellow workers had either fallen at the front or had 
{ been forced to leave the country. I was eble to get by 
and now my whole ambition wes to get over to America. 
| When I left Finland I had no money and the only thing 
that I could do was to get work as I went along. In two 

years I was in Goteborg ready to sail for America. 


"When I arrived here, times were not so very good; 
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but the wages were far above what they were in Pinland. 


iE: worked in the building trades, es carpenter. At home 


carpenters were getting about twenty-three centg: per 
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hour, plumbers around thirty cents, and laborers about 
seventeen cents per hour. But even with the low wages 
in Finland the interests of labor are pretty well pro- 
tected under legislation. They have the eight hour 
day, free céntract, unemployment tinsurance, old-age 
nensions, child labor protection, and compulsory 
mediation of disputes. The social-democratic labor 
unions here as well as in all of the Seandinevian 
countries are a strong influence in both political ind 
social affairs. 

"In 1917, the ministry of Social affairs was es- 
tablished, which is concerned with labor protection, un- 
employment relief, labor exchanges, social insurance, 
poor relief, labor disputes, ‘housing', emigration, and 
social statistics. | 

"Serious unemployment condit’ons have occurred 
during the winters. Owing to the severe climate there 
has been cessation of shipping, building, and all out- 
door work. These conditions have been helped by open- 
ing relief work; arranging ordinary work to coincide 
with periods of seasonal unemployment; by the establish- 
ing of labor exchanges and carrying out of government 
projects. 

"The cooperative movement has had a great deal of 
infiuense in Finland. “The Pellerve Society, founded in 


1899, was the beginning of systematic cooperative work 
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there. This society worked to promote the prosperity 
of the people by spreading the idea of cooperation. 
fhe practical work of sctually farmins cooperative 
societies started with the passage of the cooperation 
Acs in 1901. In 1926, there were over five thousand 
cooperatives registered, with over seven hundred 
thousand members and included 211 those in connection 
with agriculture. 

"The cooperative societies have been successful in 
siding the farners both in marketing their products and 
in purchasing and distributing supplies. This movement 
hes had an uninterrupted growth. It dominates all 
activities, particulsrily emong the rural population. 

As merchandising media, the verious societies rank fore- 
most and sre said to handle one-third of the retail and 
more than half of the wholesale trade. 

"Goods imported through the cooperatives have 
usuelly been purchased through Finnish egents of foreign 
producers, but toward the end of 1928, the Finnish 
Cooperatives were admitted to membership in the Scandin- 
avian co-operative central office, which has its office 
in Copenhagen. For the future it is planned to purchase 
dircct from the producers themselves through the agency 
of thés central bureau. | 


"Consumers Societies: The cooperative idea has been 
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of great invortance to the farmers and city residents 
through the development of distributing or consumer 
societies. This sroup constitutes one of the most im- 
portant channels for the sale of machinery and suppl- 
ies to the farmers,and of foodstuffs and small 
manufacturers in the citics. They are said to handle 
one-third of the retail trade @f Finland, stocking and 
distributing every kind of article sold through their 
numberous branch stores that are scattered throughout 
the country. It is estimated that thirty percent of 
the grocery sales are made through these societies. 

"The comucrcial societies resemble, in form, the 
chain stores doveloped in the United States. In addi:tion 
to nmumberous grocery stores, they operate a number of 
dairies; morgarine factories; flour niils; bakeries, 
drug-stores; cafes and restaurants; meat-sheps; non= 
aAlecholic beverage factories and other kinds of commer- 
ee establishments. 

"Co-operative Unions: Their work consists mainly 
of carrying on a country-wide program of education any 
cooperation. The Finnish Cooperative wholesale socicty 
has also started manufacturing establishments. The 
first factories were started in 1914. 

"The experience of the cooperatives have been found 


so setisfactory that a number of large department stores 
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- have recently formed cooperative purchasing offices. 
Cooperation is an economic and social reform movement 

- and is of considerable importance in eliminating the 
credit system. 


"Although the Finns have been a dependency for 


foe 


seven centuries they are \strongly nationalistic people. 

The Finns were resentful when the Swedes, at the time 

of their rule, established schools throughout the 
* country, trying to make the Swedish language and culture 
predominant. fhe Finns wished to keep their own language 
and their own cultural background of which they were 
justly proud. But nevertheless western Europe has 
always interested and influenced Finland more so than 
the east. Even to her religion, sia is Lutheran. 

"I am now married to a Finnish girl. She was born 

in this country but her parents came here from Finland 


and settled in one of the New England states. We all 
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speak Finnish. This may prove again that the Finns are 


a “elannish" race. " 
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FINIS 


"My home was in Kajana, a small town in the central 


part of Finland. It lies toward the eastern border of 


the country, in the province of Ostermack. That part of 


the land lying to the north i8 flat country, mostly great 


plains. As one goes toward the east there are the rising 


hills and lekes again and the vast forests which spread 


far beyond the Russian border. Even as far north ss these 


Ostermack plains, there is a profusion of sunshine in the 


summer. Corn in the south of Finland takes four months 


to ripen. But here and toward the western coast of 


Ostermack it only takes eighty-two days. The leaves burst 


out on the very first day of Spring. Here in the interior 


of the country fhe Finnish language is spoken everywhere 


and the names: of the cities and the streets are Finnish. 


ae 


"Conditions were primitive here compsred with other parts 


of Finland, some of the buildings and equipment dating back 


over one hundred years. Here may be found one of the oldest 


tyves of houses in Finland, # cottage of one or two rooms 


with possibly a single tiny window. There is e hole through 


the ceiling or wall to let out the smoke from the chimney- 


less stove or open fireplace. Everything in the cogtage is 


black by the time the smoke has found its way out through the 


smali hole in the roof. A good deal of the smoke hangs, 
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| like a cloud;in the upper part of the room and with every 
gust of wind it sweeps downward. The dwellers in these 
| houses often get bad cases of sore eyes. In the wilder 
and rural perts of Finland, people were still living in 
these huts. 
"There is a strange contrast of the very primitive 
and the modern in Finnish life. Throughout namie ee 
out of the way places, may be found the small rough cottages 
of unpainted wood, surrounded by a small pasture. On these 
places the people live scantily on what they can raise on 
the land by casual labor. This class, “back stago sittare," 
and the “tor pare” are the poorest class in Finland. If 
their condition gets desperate the commune gives them a 
little help, and finally, if they are unable, through age 
or misfortune, to work for themselves, they become paupers 
and may be boarded in © neasant family at the commune's 
expense. | 
ea "The peasants here have a bad name for drinking and 
being very Guarrelsome. When they get drunk they fight with 
the sharp knives they always carry. Otherwise they are very 
intelligent and hard-working peopie. Aiong the western coast 
of Osterbotten, the names of the cities are Swedish and the 
language is mostly Swedish. Many Finnish poets and writers 


came from this part of the country. The poet Runeberg came 


from the coaste 
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“My home townpKa janagwas then the terminal for the mid- 
Finnish railroad. Going from there on northward, the 
journey was made either by river or road travelling. Here 
are the famous rapids down the Ulea river, from Kajana to 
Uleaborg, on the western coast. The rapids are one of the 
attractions that bring the tourists into this inet of the 
country. Very light weischt, canoe-like boats, piloted by 
steersmen of iron nerve end enormous strength carry the 
passengers down the rapics. In 1819, Alexender I, of 
Russia took this hazardous trip. 

"From early days these rapids have been used to carry 
boats, loaded with barrels of tar, to the coast. Tar mak- 
ing was one of the principal industries in this part of the 
country, but it is less now since the ships of iron and steel 
have taken the place of wooden vessels. The boom year of 
this trade was in 1863. These tar-boats were manned by five 
people, the professional steersman and generally two men and 
two women who take turns rowing. Three voyages down the 
rapids and three hard return journeys is their work during the 
short northern summer. The returning tar-boat crew have to 
pull their boat upstream. On the caimer stretches of river 
and lake they may be able to run on sail but for the greater 
part of the trip, which may last three or four weeks, the 
boat has to be hauled. Usually man and wife share this work. 


The emancipation of women in Finland is no idle theory, and 
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in this particular primitive work the women are undeniably 


Independ- 


a ame Secuaie care of the Finnish woman's life. for 
nearly a generation. She has known the degradation cf 
absolute servitude but she was lacking in that adaptability 
and siavish cunning which sometimes makes the oppressed 
woman so powerful and dangerous. She worked for, and 
demanded her equality. Even before the critical times of 
1899 to 1905, in Finland a great meny women were intellig- 
ent and self<supporting citizens; té“shems€IV@S as well able 
to grasp constitutional problems, to face danger, and to work 
for their country as any of the men. When they saw the 
larger opportunity that was adult sufferage, the whole ef‘orts 
of the women, as well as the men, were directed toward it. 
"The Finnish women were among the first to gsin their 
franchise and to a certain extent their freedom. The church 
and the army are the only two professions closed to them. 
As yet the general effect of women's work in Finland seems 
to be about the same as in other countries, only here it has 
perhaps been intensified. <A large per-cent of what might be 
called "second-class" employment hes been opened to then, 
and they heve gladly acceptec it. Their advance in "first- 
class" employment hes been slow. They may not have any strik- 


ing capacity for it or it may hold them back. They have 
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distinctly raised the standard of secondary or assistant 
work by their conscientious and thorough fulfillment of it. 
As yet, they do not come forward es workers of the "first- 
class" by showing any marked originality, or pioncer enter- 
prise in any sphere of labor (except in architecture.) The 
same Gan be said of them in politics. They have done good 
work on committees, and for the rest, they have mainkgy con- 
fined their efforts toward reforms in the legal condition 
of women and children. The feminist members of Parliament 


are divided among the political groups in proportion to the 


size of these. 


"waa "We were a family of eleven children, nine boys and two 
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giris. I was next to the oldest. My parents moved a short 
distance out of Kajana where we had a lerger plot of ground. 
There was only a small, roughly built house on it and there 
were barns and stables. We kept two cows, a horse, a few 
sheep, pigs and chickens. ‘Ye still attended school in Kajana. 
As the boys grew up they knew the country, lakes and rivers 
around and they became proficient guides to the many sports- 
men who were coming more and more into this particular part 
of the country for the fishing. Kajana was beginning to be 
in the beaten track of the tourists. It has grown from a 
primitive village, when my parents first came here, into a 
city of probably two thousand inhabitants. Because of the 
tourists and hotels, thet have naturally sprung up, it has 


taken on the espects of city life. 


1724 


Sool eee 


“< 


y barerdah ced et 


é 
i 
i 
{ 


vane 


"I was eighteen years old when I had the opportunity of 
going to live with my aunt and uncle in Helsingfors. I had 
finished my secondary education and I was to heave the chance 
of continuing my studies at the University. I hed elready 


decided on becoming a doctor. My brothers had all taken to 


| the free outdoor life rather than to studies, and they 


were elad for me, and thought it perfectly fair thut I should 
have this poportunity. / Even in Finland, with women's 
equality and all, the boys get possibly a greater break than 


the girls in preparing for the future. There is still the 


feeling that the man will probably take a wife and heave her 
and the children to support. But this plea should be far 
less powerful in Finland than anyvhere else because @ 
Finnish woman does not give up her profession or work when 
she is married. If there are ghilAren. she generally 
manages after an interval of six months or so, to return to 
her work. If there sre several children under school-age 
she may remain at home, still earning her own living fully, 
by the care of them and her household work. The Finnish 
womiun feels that the right to work, meaning 4 right to her 
share in any ef the worid‘'s work, is the key to a woman's 
emancipation. She wants her right in choosing her place 
and her work in the more or less aah ty work in the world 


that only men are now doing. nea Al been free to do only 


one kind of work and that ay A drudgery. 
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"It was a two day ride by rail, to the capital and it was 


whet, 


my first trip awsy from home. My unele with his wife and two 


children occupied a small flat ebove a grocery store and 


restaurant, of which he was proprietor. The whole family, 


se ae 
Pe 


on the ord r of the French tradesmen, worked in the business. 
My aunt Lapses ful2 cherge of the little cafe, where break- 
fasts were served and later light lunches were served through- 
My uncle's business was running the grocery 


Gut the day. 
7 \y} 
nz Lhe non, fourteen years old; the 


v 


store. T 


daughter was twelve years old. 
ak » could alse help after school hours. The family life 
here was one of routine and was very methodical, it was 
different from my own home life up in the winderness./ My 
father and mother were both hard-working people, but we liv- 
ed in such a prinitive way, compared to these city people. 


Our work was not planned, we worked or helped at whatever 


seemed to be necessary for the moment. and many times it was 


the unforeseen thing that happened to which we owed our 


existence. In this way we went along, from day to day, with 


enough to eat and a place to sleep. our poor parents probably 


had many worries on our account, but as time went on one 
after another of the children would. grow up and would be able 


to do something toward his food and shelter. We were all 


strong and healthy. 


"J was soon at home in my routine work. Everyone having 


plenty to do we got along very well and we were comparatively 
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happy. I enjoyed my studies and the life at the University. 
The students here were organized according to their native 
provinces. Each student belonging to his or her special 
union or nation. There were over two thousand men students 
noe seven hundred women students attending at this time. 
"All the union or "nations" meetings take place in two 
very fine students' assembly halis. The chief one, the 
"Student's House" of Helsingfors, was raised by national 
subscriptions curing severel years and completed in 1870. The 
Swedish students have their separate building, raised at 
their own expense. Each "nation" would meet weekly under 
the direction of an elder member and these meetings dealt 
with administrative and economic metters. These unions 
dispose of quite lerge sums of money in loans to scholars, 
stipendiums. cGuestions of (svechey, philosophic or sociol- 
ogical interest were discussed. They do not stop at dis- 
cussions but have programmes of special work of a very 
practical order, particularly in ethnology and folk-lore. 
During the criticaltimes between Russian and Finlané, these 
students unions maintsined a widespread system of popular 
education in the country through the summer holidays, and 
now when this was not so greatly needed, they turned their 
energy to the support of the "People's High Schools,” or 
adult schools, and various societies for the distribution of 


good literature, cheaply. The rivalry between the Swedish 
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and Finnish students stimulated both to great efforts in this 
educational work. Competition for wnce was of real use. 

"at this time, especially, there was a seriousness of 
purpose among the students. There was a unifying principle 
in the struggle which Finland had just gone through and was 
still experiencing. Around the University und in Helsingfors 

- the atmosphere was still tense. 
"The Finnish students had a fair chance of seeing life. 
Six years of Russian oppression and underground politics, then 

| the climax of 1905, after which there were two years of the 
most democratic government that the world had known. This 
government was carried on under conditions of the greatest 

uncertainty, anything might come up in the way of hindrances 
and complications from the Czar. It was in this atmosphere 
of actually living history that the students and intellectuels 
| or Helsingfors were then living. 

et "I had finished my studies and had spent two years in 
hospital work when I married a fellow student of my University 


days. He was a pharmacist and head been working in Helsing- 


fors for the last two years. At this time we also decided to 
leave Finland and try our luck in America. Things were un- 
certain in Europe and times were particulerly difficult up 
there in the north. | 


"We had friends in Seattle, Washington, so we headed for 


the western coast of America. There were many Finns in the 
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north west. We finally settled in a small piece called 
Astoria. Everything here was like being in our native land. 
The town was made up of Swedes and Finns. The Swedes all 
Livivag in one part of the town, the Finns all wed together 
in another part. In between these two groups was the business 
section where they all did business together. Even the 
children in the streets of each section would be using either 
the Finnish or Swedish language. We lived and worked here, — 
my husbend owning a drugstore, until about two years ago. 
Conditions there, because of the depression, were terrible, 
as the people had to depend a great deal on work from the 
outside and when this work was no longer to be had the plece 
was in the most deplorable state. 

“We had been in America a short time when we had news 
thet conditions in Finland had agsin become intensely critical 
and it was not long after, that the country was experiencing 
the most tragic of fates that a people are calied upon to 
bear. Civil War was raging through the land. When the sharp, 
bitter struggle was over I received word that every one of 
my brothers had lost their lives fighting for the liberty of 
Finland, in the White army.” 
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